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WITH 175 GLASS WALLS AND 12 SKYLIGHTS, THE MAYO HOUSE STANDS
L[H;-:_E':_'; MULTIFACETED DIAMONDF BEFLECTING THE SUN, THE SPARKLING
-SA.'E::E'I;;IIEE DQOEAN ITS FLAWLESS SETTING.
ssing up from its perch high aboye sca level, the home.is a vision in white, both inside and
umlk that muiplit strike some a3 sounding sturk and monochromatic, the nesult §s any-
th:;ﬁhL In owner Karen Mayo's aptistic hards, there are nearly as many shades of white
:hmﬂh:m the house as there ave grains of sand on the beach below iu
J-Eqmn a profissonal photographer, knows the beayiry of matural light. She harmesses fis
raﬁ’l:uq.m a subtle ghow i each room s well H“ip the chients who pose in ber ome-based
rephv studio.
inpstalled 12 shoylipghs: six i the snpdio’ and s in the rest of the house” Faren says.
_ “Most homes have sunlight inicertam rooms and for oply part of the day. | wanted our home
te B izl Tght i all the roomss throizghot the diy”
Hdtal;nl:m]udﬂr u.l-p.l'ﬂ‘;lbnﬂnph:r' licy |.'|=| gl h::rm.lhr the mnst of thie !.IJI:IIIE1I[ '|.'n. .ﬂdl’JIHE
mduﬁn that reflect 0.7 put chanedeliers in every roam, and the crystals reflect the lipght,” she
2 o added large mirmomsand los of ghas w‘n:jluwx, doowrs, hardware, 1o ond decora-
e that let the sun shine l|'|-11|.1|-1gf||."I
Caren, who shares the Tome with her rilnl'ih‘—hﬂdlﬂﬂﬂ Gordan, daughters Courtney and
i, and ther dogs I!n:luk'l:.rn,thl:h:Eni Madisgn—has fved in Laguna Beach, California,
rs. She felt an immediate attrachnn-ltuhh i.'ﬁ-l-[& island-style abode, even thongh she

1ﬂd,€?n[mmﬂ jqn{y]nngq different hﬂq: , r
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opite " m%#éhmﬂifﬂﬂ! Fn-md at fea rrurh-u
fes. .ﬂiﬁﬂ'ﬂlﬁmlnlﬂlmh for thair phatas.




“If the house was burning down, aside from my
kids and dogs, the first things I'd reach for are
photes of my kids and dogs.”




“Most homes have sunlight in certain rooms and for anly part
of the day.  wanted our home to have natural light in all the S

rooms throughout the day.”
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& heatiful ameoing that funchions as

the famby's stylish entertainment
wnit; howsing the TV, steren and OV
~ phayer, is the fTocal point of the
saumntpaim, A sidsbaard dEplays Lamily
Fh.:;ﬁ.;u and a fopinry.



“We were already at escrow on an-
ather house, but when 1 saw this one |
lowed its architecture, layout and extra-
large strect-to-street bot. It also had an
CHd Hollywood style that | related to a5
2 third-gencration Hollywood native,”
she says. My hughand was not thrilled
thar we lost quite a bit of money by let-
ting the other house go. but he came
around,” she says with a smile.

The first renovations they made were
in the kitchen and master bathroam.
“The tile in the kitchen had been cream
with dark grout; we changed the coun-
tertogs to masble and the backsplash to
stone-colored tiles, raised the ceiling
and added a skylight," Karen says. “We
also installed hand-carved cabinetry,
stone floors and a bay window where
there is good light, so our orchids grow
well there, We enlarged the bathroom
anvd aclded stone, file and o skylight.”

Other rénovations' that made a big
difference in the home’s appearance
were bleaching the wood floors white
throughout the house and raising the
cefling six feet in the living room. The
couple also added rooms to increase the
space and improve their quality of life.

“The house was built as o vacation
beach cottage.” Karen says. "It was in-
tended 1o be used as a second home,
bart we had to make it mose of 4 func-
tional house, Tt had been a two-bed-
room, twa-bath structure; we made it
irtes & bour-bedroom; fowr-bath,”

When asked which is her favorite
oo, Karen chooses her studio, which
was created by converting one of the
home's two garages. “The concept of
hmving my studio at home started when
my daughters were born, | wanted 1o

another area of the sunroom leatures 2
sicdeboard topped with antique candlestlces
asdl 0 bex Earen found a1 & {lea mazket that
whe uses ta store OWDL. Twe feamad
architseiurnl misrors complete the look.

OCTORCE 2008 31
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work at home 1o be with them, so we
comverted the upper garage to a phota-
graphic studio” Karen explains. "We
put in six skylights so 1 could shoot in
natural light, and installed a window
seat and white wood floors.” She also
provides n wardrobe for her chients.
Maony of her subjects are children and
babies, who she dresses in vintage-style
clothing and accessortes. Karen, whao

el

has been a photographer for 20 years,
also does her clients’ makeup and hair,
sometines with the help of an assissant.
Karen describes her interior design
stvle as neo-classical, an eclectic mix of
vintage and new, structursd and not
overty feminine. The color palette she
chose was inspired by nature, specifically
sand and water. There is no carpeting in
any of the rooms, A hint of color &
added with u celadon leather sofa and
pillows. Decorative sccessoties are a
blend of family antiques, flea market
finds and estare gale itermns. While she
doesn’t consider herself a collector,
Karen does display three generations of
black-and-white family photos in group-
inmps. She gives credit 1o home stylist
Valerie Spelman for “making sensc” of
her belongings by showcasing them in
their best light, such as grouping family
photos on sideboands rather than hav-
ing them scattened through the house.
“Valerie helped me balance my pur-
chases” Karen savs, “[ had 12 urns-in
the house; Valerie said [ onby needed six
and placed the other six outside, then
she put archids in the ums. | had a big
urn with a lid'in the bathroom; Valerie
took the lid off i, rested it nexi 1o

fop el An elegant placesetiing om the dining
geom Lable features dishes from the Horchow
catalog. A nepkin ring from Neiman Marcus
adds wparkle and glamow.

Lol Piscing a white flower in a glass bowl
safters the décor and brings the cutdoses
indooas e 2
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Anantigor table that belenged to
Karen’t busband Gorden's grandmaibser
ancharg the dining room. The chairs ane

bleschid wood with wuede seats Teesdr

1m.l1-du|'! h_a-l:h'. are ppholstered with a
nailhaad trim
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the urn and put orchids and ivy plants
inside the urn. 1 think it’s a good idea to
mvest in a homie stvlis becouse §f you
have great things, a stylist will show
them to their advantage™
Among the accessories found in the
Mayo home are sconoes—some elecir-
cal, others with candles. Family plastos
are displayed in exquisite picture
frames, some of which Karen had made
from old tin, "I leok for silver and
pewter frames at Aea mackets and have
refinished some as well” she says, “1 also
love chunky damask frames” In a meld-
ing of home and business, Karen offers
unigue picture frames to her clients for
their photographs,
karen 15 particalarly fopd of her din-
ey roomm sef; the table had belonged o
her husband’s grandmother. The chairs
are bleached wood with suede seats and
rounded backs spholstered in noillwesd-
trimmed damask, Other notable fur-
nishings are two columns flanking
the windows and a pair of French side
tables in the living room on which
antipue candlesticks and photos are dis-
played. "1 by evervihing in pairs, such
as two stone vases and & pair of cherub
statues holding bowls in which | place
seasanal ornaments, such as pine cones,”
Faren explains,
However, of all her home’s stylish
accessories, Karen points o ber family
phiotos as her most cherished posses-
s3ons "If the house was burning down,
asde from my kids and dogs; the first
things 1I'd reach for are the photos of
my kads and dogs,” she says. “Photos
before furniture,” she sdds definitively.
When the family moved i, the walls

Hight: Wignettes in the fiving room showcsse
glass Battles and shells, and batiles with
headhed glinss croses from Mokes & Company:

Oppetite: The leding room i Tilled with
sumpluaus furnishiegs and interesting
Adiediaries.
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were vellow. Karen faux-finshed them
in sandd and taupe, Then the cak foors
were sanded and bleached white,

The hose’s eerior was also upgraded,
"It was the ughest house on the street,”
Karen recalle. "The outside was pebbles
and concrete, We buill a l\.l.lul:l'!.'Jl'lj witly
rers oltdoors firepleces and added lots of
pake pink bougainvilles, hydranges and
T'a':u A% \\'f!l i TS, F'mk'lhiﬂ.'i |'|T|I:I III'l'I'LI.
therr—all 1n white, For architectural de-

menis, we pal two columns inthe garden,
stome and iron wms, and stone benches
We consider it a cellingles room.”

Faren enjoys relaxmg among the fra-
grant Bowers, listening to the birds and
the fowing water from the fish pond.
The couple also added 2 raised swim-
ming poal, inspired by a trip o [abe the
vear before, whene they saw many above-
groaumd pools that allowed for extra seat-
ing. The edge of the pool s limestone
with quilted pale-pink tile in a dia-
mionds-and-dots design. Urns filled with
Y ﬂ:ld I!rIJII||1I.'[ ﬂllw’l’:r'\ HIT 'I:'I-I.‘J:Ij H|
each corner of the pool. Outdoor fur-
l.'II:'.l!iI:It':-\. inchicle a davbed near one of the
I-IIE|‘-1.|I-I.L‘:'| and a 20=fox Fr.1I1III"|JlL'I:|-i.]I O
the veranda overbooking the ocean.

“Wa have o stone wall around the
hotese, bt thanks o our home's hit;h
ehevation, even with a six-foot wall we
still have o view of the ocmn,” Karen sns
“The wall alliws for privacy anid 1:;\'1pri1:|',
bt Beconmse of the three-level dope, it's
private without |,'h'i._n.|:1 ;rln!l'ming."

The outdoor space is perfect for enter-
taaning. “1 have an annual party for my
clients, with pony rides for the kids and a
barbecue,” Karen says Guests use words
such as “ethereal, “dreamy™ and " heaven”
s describe her home.

In the master bedroom, wood-carved comices
are figted with sheer draperies to let the light
in. The bedding is cottan and silk matelasse.
Venotian plastered walls and an antique
chandelier add Gdd World elegance.

iId AODMAHTIC HOMES = ramantichames, iam
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Karen Mayo and stylist Valerke Spetman
share their decorating tips

“As @ home and garden stylist, my focus
5 1o watk with the ciient’s existing fumish-
indgs andd make suggestions 10 enhance their
hames with 'the shings thesy lowe w0 it re-
flects their style, nof mine.” Valere says

"By growping simdarly themed Heemns,
Ehere is more wisual impact, ™ Valens ex
s, " Using things in pairs helps fo bad-
ance out a rocm, Karen loves distressed
pieces swech 25 ums; | moved some cutside
and Tilfed others with fowenng branches,
phants 2ad cechids 10 Bring naturg insida
thit feuse, By adding thise elements, the
mbericer and exterdor low ogether,

Distressed furniture and pecessones an
be picked up 31 les markeds and garage
sabes inexpensively and ropurposed 1o
give The oom its own personaliby

"I phaced large columins on either side af
the windows: to frame the view of the Pacific
Coean,” Valene sy "Then | reasranged the
fmiture 10 create more comfortabile con-
versakion e and better fralfic flove The
nqoal was o showcase Karen's beautiful
things and love of photography, and the
nuteiTe eflocts hor style and taste ™

Kare sy ooe of her frvoete tins & 10 uss
"thee magic of paint.” She says, "I you have
@ piece that you've Tired of, use nuted colors
Mty Frusiert [ dook aged, Appdy pewter paint o
CEVicEL 1 crpase an aged ook ® Kanen used
Ehiat s on her sdetosnts and bathimem
vanity | wat aboot tnget fd of those pasces
b rimvensed them that wng™

Karen thinks of hanfware 25 the jewelny of
thit hoise. She Inespensively replaced the
hardles on the French deors and Exchon
cabinets for a fresh look. ™| fesind $16 glass
toor knabs 3t Anshiopologie. T shis revals

Fea more information an Yalerie Spelman,
call (B9} 218-8022 oe visit vignettesofre-
finement.com

And whille it is mainly thought of a5
reflecting the sun, the Moo home had iz
o moment en the sun o few vears back
when a production crew descended on il
to film the TV series “Lapuna Beach,
Lhanghter kandra, who attended Laguna
Beach High School ar the time, andi
tosed for and won a role in the show,
and the home's interior and exterior
resmd proviched the backdeog for many
of the scenes. 1t was only r-l'.'IIIIH thal a
home that bestowed lght for so Ty

vears finally had the spotlight o itself

SEE SHIFMNG GUIDE, PAGE B9

Karen considers the catdoos area a
"oedlingless room.” She afien has phota
shoots on the daybed near the poal
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